SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Every Sunday morning - (9.15 A.M. - 10.00 A.M.)

Adult Bible Class (Book of Philippians) Upper Sanctuary
Desian for Discipleship (Walking with Christ ) Youth Room

WORSHIP SERVICE (Main Sanctuary) (10.30am - 12.00pm)
THIS MORNING -
Sermon:  “Discouragement” ( Nehemiah 4)
Speaker:  Pastor Song Cheng Hock
Worship: Aaron/ Jeff/ Joyce  Musicians: Carissa/Melvin/Andrew
Projectionist: Giselle AV: Meng Teck
Ushers:  Chiew Eng, Geraldine, Lilian Sim and Serene
Sunday School:  Susan, Sai Tien, Shirley and Betty

NEXT WEEK -

Sermon:  “Servanthood and Sacrifices” (1Tim4:6-16)
Speaker:  Pastor Neville Tan

Worship: Lavinia/ Henry/ Lilian Musicians: Naomi/Andrew
Projectionist: Rena AV: Giselle

Ushers:  Gabriel, Jessica Mustamin, Margaret and Vivien
Sunday School: Susan, Sai Tien, Shirley and Betty

PASTORAL PRAYER. Should you or someone you know
need prayer, please speak to the pastor or send your email to
chggod@churchofgodsg.com.

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL

Two classes are conducted upstairs every Sun-
day morning from 9.15 - 10.00a.m. before
Worship Services.

Basic Christian Living classes are for new believers or believ-
ers who wish to hone their Christian Living. Facilitator: Sister
Chiew Eng.

Discipleship Class: For believers who wish to deepen their Chris-
tian Life. Studying the topic “Pastoral Care Giver and working with
Adolescents”. Facilitator: Pastor Song.

LADIES FEL L OWSHIP

The Ladies Fellowship is standing down for 2009, and will
resume on the 1st Thursday of January 2010, ie 7 January
2010.

SMALL GROUPS (MEETING - FORTNIGHTLY

Pasir Ris Henry Lee (H/P 9696-3134)
River Valley Chiew Eng (H/P 9638-1330)

Sembawang / Thomson N.G. Oh (HP9751-6723)
Serangoon / Sengkang Chih Chung  (H/P 9681-4680)
Tampines / Bedok Melvin Chan  (H/P9680-7011)

SERMON NOTES:

. CHURCH OF GOD
F Lot i = Holiness Servanthood Unity

Where your “born again” experience makes you a member.

December 20, 2009

2009 THEME: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly ...” (Col 3:16)
Our Vision: To be a growing community of Christ-centred believers committed to
honouring God and sharing His love.

Our Mission is to:

e Build a praying and worshipping community
¢ Instill a love for the Word of God

¢ Grow in holiness, unity and servanthood

¢ Give generously to the Work of God

* Equip God’s people for the ministry

¢ Reach out locally and globally

HEROIC FAITH

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were
commended for (Hebrews 11:1-2).

If you're feeling uninspired and your faith needs some
stimulation, Hebrews 11 is a must read. It gives us a record of
those who walked by faith and how their journeys had impacted
not only their generation but succeeding ones as well, including
even us. That's the incredible multiplier effect of faith. It may
start off as a personal adventure, but its effect on events and
history is incalculable and unimaginable.

While we might intellectually agree that the effects of one’s faith
can be far reaching, sometimes we’re doubtful if that could be
realistically applied to us. We can read certain passages of the
Bible too circumspectly, especially those that recount the great
feats of God’s people. We think they did it because they were
giants of faith, and so it wasn't difficult for them to believe and
trust God. One obvious example is Enoch. He “walked with
God” (Genesis 5:24a). However, that doesn’t necessarily mean
that he didn’t have to exercise faith. He had to!

The writer to the Hebrews pointedly records that “For before he
was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. And
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without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek him” (11:5b-6). This suggests
that he lived among people who didn’t believe in God's existence.
He was in the minority. But he believed. He stood above the rest
in his faith, and that pleased God.

This is the essence of faith — that courage to keep believing and
live differently, even if it seems silly or uninformed to others. Faith
requires courage. However, many of the characters mentioned
cowered in fear when they were confronted with dangers or had
to undertake daunting challenges. For example, Abraham lied
twice about his true relationship with Sarah in order to protect
himself, while Moses tried to worm himself out of the task God
assigned him by giving excuses about his inadequacies.

The people mentioned on that list are just like anyone of us.
They too had their fears and were apprehensive of change. Like
us, they weren't willing to come out of their comfort zones and
venture beyond their geographical and psychological safety. It's
only natural. We're constantly devising and erecting safety
structures to insulate ourselves from potential and future harm.
For example, we try to build a successful career and grow our
nest-egg so we can feel secure.

When God asked Abram to leave his established abode for an
unknown place, and Noah to build an ark in a dry and arid land,
they must have had their reservations. Wouldn't we if we were in
their place? We've already constructed our safety structures to
protect ourselves from unpredictable times. To dismantle them
for an unseen future would mean facing those catastrophic
feelings that caused us to erect them in the first place! To do so
means we’re moving back to square one again. Doesn’t sound
like a great deal, does it?

But that was what stimulated those men to become heroes of
faith — that willingness to look beyond their fears. Courage is not
about being unafraid. It doesn’t come at the absence of fear. It is
the gumption to move on and to grab the situation by its horns
despite our fears.

This is possible because as believers, we've an “unfair”
advantage —we can pray. Someone very wisely said that “courage
is fear turned into prayer.” Translate that into practical terms, it
means you too can be a courageous hero of faith.

But be prepared to face this: it can be a very lonely journey. People
might not share your vision. Well, so were the ancients. But they
pressed on because they knew they were called and loved by a
faithful God. We too can rest on that premise as we seek to live
out our remaining journey creatively and courageously.

Pastor Song Cheng Hock

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME all guests who have come to worship with us
this morning. If this is your first visit, please fill in the Visitor Form so
that we can keep in touch with you.

) DO NOT FORGET TO SWITCH OFF YOUR HANDPHONES!

Please note that there will be no Christmas Service and Fri-
day Prayer Meeting on December 25th, but we will celebrate
the birth of Christ on Sunday, December 27th. It will be a thanks-
giving service.

PREPARING FORTHE NEWYEAR
What do we have in store for the new year 2010?

After much prayer and waiting on the Lord, we have proposed to
work on the theme: “Equip God'’s people for the ministry”.

In January, our sub-theme will be “Equiped to Serve - Redis-
covering our Purpose”. The weekly Sunday topics will be as
follows:

Jan 3 - Jesus our Model for Service

Jan 10 - Rediscovering our Purpose 1

Jan 17 - Rediscovering our Purpose 2

Jan 24 - The Preparation and the Right Attitude to Serve
Jan 31 - Open - Evangelistic Meeting

We have also invited various teachers and lecturers to help train
us to be equiped for the ministry.

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES - 9.15AM-1030AM.

We have invited Dr. Suraja Raman to do a seminar on “ The Gift
of Teaching” in 2010. The syllabus is as follows:

“The Ministry of Teaching in Today’s World”

“The Teaching Learning Dynamics”

“Creative Bible Teaching”

“Issues of a Christian Nature”

“Facing Challenges in the World.”

These classes are open to all members, especially for those
who wish to serve in the teaching ministry. Learn to teach the
Word of God properly and creatively.

**Please register for these classes and commit yourselves to finishing the
whole course.

ADDITIONAL ADMIN PERSON (Part time) NEEDED

In view of Pastor Song’s leaving, we are looking for an additional
part time admin person who will be willing to manage the church
office from Monday to Friday, 9.00am-1.00pm.

Please note that this is a ministry, a service to the Lord. Duties

will include helping to prepare the church newsletters, inviting
and reminding speakers, filing, documentation and some sec-
retarial duties. Please contact Brother Aaron or Uncle Neville if
you feel led to serve or if you have someone to recommend.
We still need an assistant treasurer and also a coordinator for
the Adult Bible Class.

PRAYER PAGE

1. Pray for Pastor Song, as he brings us God’s
" * ' Word this morning. Pray that we will respond to
| God’s word and the prompting of the Holy Spirit.

" 2. Pray for the Worship Team, the audio/visual
. | support group, as well as the ushers. Pray that
God WI|| continually refresh them as they experience deeper
worship themselves, leading others to worship God in spirit and
in truth.

3. Please pray for our programs and visions for 2010 as we
wait upon the Lord for His will and provision of a pastor. Pray that
God will raise more people from our midst to be involved in the
leadership and ministry of our church. As we embark on the
theme of Equipping God'’s people for the ministry, let us pray that
the Holy Spirit will teach us why we are here and more people
will offer themselves to serve in the church.

4. Continue to pray for Kennard. He is the nephew of Maria
Lim who is from our Ladies Fellowship. Pray especially for his
parents that they may not be discouraged by all that has hap-
pened.

5. Do remember Susan Hardman and Cheryl Barton
missionaries to Japan, who are suffering from cancer. Cheryl's
last email to us was that the doctors have discovered a new spot
in her lungs.

6. Continue to uphold Sister Alice as she continues her chemo
session. Pray that the therapy will work. Pray for God’s grace
and strength to be with her and Sister Catherine who is the
main caregiver.

*NAxo

SEU AFPATS

e

Memory Verse:

Last week’s: The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those
who seek the LORD lack no good thing. - Psalm 34 : 10
This week: Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. -
Galatians 6: 9




